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National Park staff:

Deputy Regional Manager: Denis Strong

District Conservation Officer: Susan Callaghan

Conservation Rangers: Cameron Clotworthy
Lee McDaid
Leonard Floyd
Nicola Carroll

Office Storekeeper/Clerk: Noreen Grealis

If you would like to receive further Newsletters tie Park please contact Nicola Carroll.
The NPWS office is in Lagduff and we can be coadiawith any queries on
TEL: 098 49996
Information on NPWS can be obtained on the website

WWW.Npws.ie
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Ballycroy National Park was established in Novent#98 and is Ireland’s sixth National
Park. It consists of over 11,000 hectares of AitaBtanket bog and mountainous terrain.
The National Park is managed by National Parks\ditdlife Service (NPWS). The main
objective of the National Park is to conserve retand semi-natural (and enhance where
possible) habitats and features within the Park.

The National Park itself is part of the Owendufffiien complex Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Area (SFAese European designations are
part of the NATURA 2000 Network, which protectseand important habitats and species
under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. The @auéf bog is one of the last intact
active blanket bog systems in Western Europe.

International requirements for protected areas clasified as National Parks:

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) has developgtéda for National Parks and for
other protected areas. It is a system of six caiegbased on management objectives.
Ballycroy National Park is a category— National Park.

The definition of a Protected area is “... an arekofl and/or sea especially dedicated to
the protection and maintenance of biological diigrend of natural and associated cultural
resources and managed through legal or other pffetteans.”

Category National Parks are “... protected areas manageecmsystem protection and
recreation.”



Red grouse
Lagopus lagopus hibernicus

Current and proposed Conservation Projects:

NPWS aims to carry out various Conservation Managgrmeasures in the National Park,
some of which include:

*Rhododendron mapping and control of this invasipecies.

*Construction of nature trails with educationalarhation around the visitor centre facility.

*Path restoration- the use of the existing Bangait and access to same for walking is
currently being reviewed.

*Preparation of a park vegetation map.

* A study of past land use and settlement pattefhthe area is currently underway.

*A study of place-names and their translationdss éaking place.

*A management plan for Ballycroy National Park isrently in draft stage and should be
ready for public consultation 2008.It is an objeetof NPWS to continue effective liaison
with interested bodies on the management of thie lpad.

Marsh Saxifrage
Saxifraga hirculus

National Park Visitor Centre:

The National Park Visitor Centre is located in tHéage of Ballycroy on a 42 hectare site. It is lgein
built into the hill overlooking Blacksod Bay to test. The National Park boundary is approximately
3kms to the east.

Work started in March ‘07 and solid progress isigenade in its construction. The completion date is
on target for summer ‘08.

The centre, measuring 650sgm, will allow visitarsappreciate the landscape, flora and fauna, kistor
and culture of the area. It will be a valuable dddito community development and to the people of
Ballycroy and surrounding areas.

It is proposed to employ guides to provide visgervices and general operatives to work in The
National Park.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Employment opportunities: Jobs will be advertised in local and National papéren they arise.
Staff to run the Visitor Centre, education officedageneral operatives will be sought in the near
future.

Related local enterprisesNPWS acknowledges that the National Park will beegnomic and
social development to the area. NPWS will makeftorteo facilitate initiatives for these reasors a
long as it's appropriate and compliments our maiarfties which is to promote conservation and
education.

Wild animals: Contrary to popular belief NPWS were not respongilolesanctioned the release of
the deer that are currently in the area.

Farm stock grazing: A strategy is in place to deal with overgrazing witthie National Park to
ensure recovery of the vegetation in the uplands.

Public liability: NPWS must meet the provisions of Health and Saéefiglation requirements and
visitors are responsible for conducting themseinessafe manner in the natural environment.
Appropriate signage will be put in place to adversame.

Development surrounding the National Park and withindesignated sitesMayo County Council
requests comments from NPWS with regard to natursezwation for lands within and adjacent to
SPA/SAC lands.



